
 

 

 

 

Denham, Gerrards Cross & Chalfonts Community Board 
minutes 
Minutes of the meeting of the Denham, Gerrards Cross & Chalfonts Community Board held on 
Tuesday 11 July 2023 on MS Teams, commencing at 6.30 pm and concluding at 8.00 pm. 

BC Councillors present 

S Chhokar (Chairman), M Bracken, T Broom, I Darby, C Jackson and L Smith BEM 

Town/Parish Councils and other organisations present 

T Shinner (Chalfont St Peter Parish Council), J Chamberlain (Chalfont St Giles), M Thomas 
(Seer Green Parish Council), S Kumar (Chalfont St Peter) and D Bray (Chalfont St Giles) 

Others in attendance 

 
Liz Charter, stuart Grosse(Bucks Fire & Rescue), Abdul Rahim, Darren Walsh (TVP) Martin 
Josten and Inspector James Ellis (TVP).  
  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

1 Chairman's Welcome 
 Welcome to everyone and highlighted how the Community Board can interact on 

projects for the benefit of the Community and linking back to Buckinghamshire 
Council. Tonight’s theme is on Community Safety and we welcome our presenters 
from TVP, Bucks FRS and Buckinghamshire Council 
  



 

 

2 Apologies/Declarations of Interest / Minutes of last meeting 
 Apologies – Cllr David Brackin, Cllr Grant Kirby, Cllr Tim Butcher, Cllr Andrew Wood, 

Cllr Guy Hollis, Cllr Jonathan Rush 
No declarations of interest 
Minutes of last meeting –  agreed as an accurate record 
  

3 Buckinghamshire Council Updates 
 Makyla Devlin – Senior Community Board Manager 

  
Question – Cllr Isobel Derby - rural broadband – no of premises in the area that have 
been affected – how do any of the items within the update affect Denham and 
Gerrards Cross CB? ACTION LC – to feed back to Board and include with action 
notes of meeting – see full Corporate update for details 
  

4 Community Matters 
 Public Questions – none received prior to the meeting 

  
5 Community Safety 
 TVP – Inspector James Ellis –. The report was attached to the agenda pack 

• Newsletters being produced quarterly to capture highlights in the area. 
• Home Burglaries – generally seen a downturn in offending rates in first half 

of the year. There has been some organised groups offending and some 
successful prosecutions. 

• Affluent areas are being targeted in the arterial road network. 
• Window film recommended to place over vulnerable windows to prevent 

burglaries. 
• Pony and Trap racing – met with Bucks Council on site at A413 to discuss 

concerns. This is a developing group who spans the whole country in 
significant numbers. Would like to see the characteristics of the road 
changed – discussions are ongoing. Thank you to the Board for the successful 
platform and partnership working that has taken place regarding this activity 
to forming a holistic approach. 

• Keyless thefts – criminal devices have become more sophisticated. There are 
products out there to protect your keys and protect your cars. 

• Trades vehicles and theft of tools – this is an ongoing operation 
• Rural crime – poaching, theft of plant machinery and prevention information 

sharing 
• Police issues forum – 26 July, all are invited and will cover the above. 

Question – Cllr Carl Jackson – ASB from secondary school pupils intimidating 
residents. How should this be reported. Answer – further presence in the area by 
TVP and look at interventions with parents of pupils and working with Bucks Council 
Community Safety Team. Residents to be encouraged to report incidents on line 
rather than 999 
  
Abdul Rahim – Buckinghamshire Council – Community Safety (slides will be 
provided with the action notes) 

• Section 17 of the crime and disorder act outlines the statutory duty for Local 



 

 

Authorities. 
• Buckinghamshire Council completes a strategic assessment every 3 years. 

Current one runs from 2023-2026 and called Safer bucks Strategy and 
Strategic Assessment compiled with data from online survey. 

• Public Survey will be released over the coming months. Would encourage the 
survey to be completed to provide quantitative data. 

Question – Cllr Des Bray – ASB including public sexual activity in the open. Can the 
Council do something about it as the school holidays are imminent. It is in 
Hodgemoor Woods ACTION – AR will liaise with Forestry 
  

Abdul Rahim – Buckinghamshire Council – Community Safety (slides will be 
provided with the action notes) 

• Section 17 of the crime and disorder act outlines the statutory duty for Local 
Authorities. 

• Buckinghamshire Council completes a strategic assessment every 3 years. 
Current one runs from 2023-2026 and called Safer bucks Strategy and 
Strategic Assessment compiled with data from online survey. 

• Public Survey will be released over the coming months. Would encourage the 
survey to be completed to provide quantitative data. 

Question – Cllr Des Bray – ASB including public sexual activity in the open. Can the 
Council do something about it as the school holidays are imminent. It is in 
Hodgemoor Woods ACTION – AR will liaise with Forestry Commission and try and 
identify the perpetrators and work as a partnership with Police 
GC Stuart Grosse – BFRS – (slides will be provided with the action notes) 

• Incidents within the Board area recently - 9 property (residential) fires, 6 
other building fires, 43 fires in open, 83 alarm calls, 22 RTC, 23 vehicle fires, 
13 assisting ambo, 6 animal rescues. Look to lower the numbers with 
prevention activities. 

Questions – Cllr Carl Jackson – are there any fire stations predicted for closure eg 
Marlow? ANSWER – public consultation will begin with regards to “do you want the 
closest station or the quickest station to attend.” Confident that the crewing is 
improving for Marlow Fire Station and they will remain functional. 
Cllr Thomas Broom – thanking BFRS for the responses made during summer 
pressures.  
Insp Ellis – water safety video being promoted looking at risks and highlighting the 
dangers. Please circulate the video ACTION LC to attach to meeting notes and 
circulate to wider Board membership. 

  
  
  
. https://www.csb-forum.org/meetings/chiltern-s-bucks-policing-issues-forum-26th-
july-2023/ 
  
https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/community-and-safety/safety-and-crime-in-
your-community/anti-social-behaviour/report-anti-social-behaviour/ 
  
  

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.csb-forum.org%2Fmeetings%2Fchiltern-s-bucks-policing-issues-forum-26th-july-2023%2F&data=05%7C01%7CIram.Malik%40buckinghamshire.gov.uk%7C921650bd53504b9cde5308db89ccb477%7C7fb976b99e2848e180861ddabecf82a0%7C0%7C0%7C638255284662017605%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=I9RgOThtbSaDRmYyoGkt7I%2BrL5M1hqAYN%2BFZEXavXzk%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.csb-forum.org%2Fmeetings%2Fchiltern-s-bucks-policing-issues-forum-26th-july-2023%2F&data=05%7C01%7CIram.Malik%40buckinghamshire.gov.uk%7C921650bd53504b9cde5308db89ccb477%7C7fb976b99e2848e180861ddabecf82a0%7C0%7C0%7C638255284662017605%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=I9RgOThtbSaDRmYyoGkt7I%2BrL5M1hqAYN%2BFZEXavXzk%3D&reserved=0
https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/community-and-safety/safety-and-crime-in-your-community/anti-social-behaviour/report-anti-social-behaviour/
https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/community-and-safety/safety-and-crime-in-your-community/anti-social-behaviour/report-anti-social-behaviour/


 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jdcxThIHUmc 
  
https://www.csb-forum.org/meetings/chiltern-s-bucks-policing-issues-forum-26th-
july-2023/#content 
  

6 Community Board Update 
 Engagement event and other activities Coronation events, a CB engagement event 

as well as Proud of Bucks Awards have taken place. 
  
Projects 
  
Budget position 2023/24 £108,496 
  

7 Action Group Updates 
 Community Safety – Cllr Tony Shinner – Chairman 

Sustainability- Cllr Jane Chamberlain- Chairman 
Infrastructure and Highways – Cllr Des Bray- Vice Chairman 
Health & Wellbeing – Cllr Isobel Darby – Chairman 
  
MEMO TO       Liz Charter & Members of the Community Board 
FROM             Tony Shinner (Cllr Chalfont St Peter Parish Council) 
DATE 13.07.2023 
RE                   Acton Group: Community Safety 
             
1          My apologies to those attending for my being unable to take part in 
Tuesday’s Community Board meeting due to IT problems.(I had been using internet 
throughout the day without problem but had trouble logging into MSTeams, then 
found neither video nor microphone would work, nor could I use the chatbox. I did 
listen to most of the meeting however and this is what I intended to say ref 
Community Safety 
  
2          I have discussed this prevliousy with Liz Charter as coordinator and we 
generated a short list of issues we think merit most attention. Mindful of the limited 
funding we should look for other actions his action group can recommend 
  
3          A significantly increasing problem concerns Fraud, and how we as smaller 
communities can help challenge it. I include in this cold calling especially to garner 
house and garden repairs; but internet and telephone activity is reaching serious 
levels 
  
            These activities cross over with ID theft and other criminal activity. Sadly the 
profile of the victims tends to be the more vulnerable in the community, 
  
            The issue is often in getting advice to those sectors of the community, and 
providing them with the knowledge to resist scams. A number of organisations 
already provide this sort of service (eg Help The Aged). It would be helpful to find out 
what advice is available in the different communities this board services 
  
4          Of concern to residents in the SL9 area in particular is the Pony Trap racing 
on the A413. We hope to receive an update of the work Bucks Council and Thames 
Valley Police have been investing in by way of partnership. This is an extreme 
example of several Public Order issues which need to be compared from community 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DjdcxThIHUmc&data=05%7C01%7CIram.Malik%40buckinghamshire.gov.uk%7C921650bd53504b9cde5308db89ccb477%7C7fb976b99e2848e180861ddabecf82a0%7C0%7C0%7C638255284662017605%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6l9aWAQanHeolMjk8YB0NRoE6%2FkblC%2ByRHU2Bvzd3iI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.csb-forum.org%2Fmeetings%2Fchiltern-s-bucks-policing-issues-forum-26th-july-2023%2F%23content&data=05%7C01%7CIram.Malik%40buckinghamshire.gov.uk%7Cc8236c26b5f447c6f13308db8ddaf29e%7C7fb976b99e2848e180861ddabecf82a0%7C0%7C0%7C638259743725597964%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sY7PMRnwse%2B6B0wF0DE%2BEbVRvHqQoXCFuKya5nBxPwc%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.csb-forum.org%2Fmeetings%2Fchiltern-s-bucks-policing-issues-forum-26th-july-2023%2F%23content&data=05%7C01%7CIram.Malik%40buckinghamshire.gov.uk%7Cc8236c26b5f447c6f13308db8ddaf29e%7C7fb976b99e2848e180861ddabecf82a0%7C0%7C0%7C638259743725597964%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sY7PMRnwse%2B6B0wF0DE%2BEbVRvHqQoXCFuKya5nBxPwc%3D&reserved=0


 

 

to community 
  
5          In two previous years we have discussed CCTV and we were asked by 
Buckinghamshire Council to think twice about investing in new systems and/or 
software whilst they agreed a uniform approach across the county.            
  
6          CCTV goes hand in hand with another issue: Fly Tipping. Again an exchange 
of information between communities can be helpful as much of this activity takes 
place along country lanes between communities 
  
7          Speeding and Parking issues continue to irritate members of the public. In 
some communities (eg ChStPeter) inconsistent enforcement leads to abuse of free 
parking facilities, yet one hour free parking is often the make or break for survival of 
many small businesses. What is your experience?. Should the larger T&PC’s be 
allowed to contribute towards the cost of additional enforcement. Chalfont St Peter 
have been asking for this for at least three years 
  
Tony Shinner (cllr. Chalfont St Peter) 
  
  
  

8 Date of Next Meeting and Close 
 16th November 2023 6.30pm via Teams 
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